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Estate Agent Signage Bylaws in City of Johannesburg Municipality  
 

Al l  estate agent  s ignage displayed outs ide a  property  being marketed is  regulated  in terms of  
Sect ion 31 of  the Outdoor Advert is ing  By -Law,  as rev ised in  2021.  

In respec t  of  the above,  the fo l lowing rest r ic t ions  apply  to such s ignage,  and only  s igns  conforming 
thereto  are  permiss ib le :  

 

1 .  Size,  Height  and Shape  

1.1.  Non-Resident ia l ,  Vacant ,  Indust r ia l  o r  Commerc ia l  Erven  

1.1.1.  Maximum s ize:  12m²   

1.1.2.  Maximum height :  5.5m  

1.2.  Industr ia l  or  Commerc ia l  Erven Along St reets wi th a Speed Limi t  Exceeding 80 km/h  

1.2.1.  Maximum s ize:  18m²   

1.2.2.  Maximum height :  5.5m  

1.3.  Al l  Other  Proper ty  Types ,  Inc luding  Resident ia l  Erven  

1.3.1.  Maximum dimensions:  0.6m width  × 0 .45m height   

1 .4.  General  Requi rements  

Al l  estate agent  advert is ing s igns must  consis t  o f  e i ther :  

1.4.1.  a s ingle s ign ;  or   

1.4.2.  two s igns  jo ined at  an  angle of  120°.   

 

2.  Spacing and Posit ion ing  

2.1.  Resident ia l  Erven  

2.1.1.  Al l  s ignage must  be  p laced c lose to  a boundary fence or  wi th in the  boundary of  the 
er f .   

2.1.2.  Signage may be placed up to 1  metre  away f rom the boundary wal l  of  the property  
concerned.   

2.1.3.  A maximum of  3 s igns may be displayed per  s t reet  f ron tage,  wi th a maximum of  1 s ign 
per agency ,  up to the  l imi t  of  3 s igns.   
 

 



2.2.  Industr ia l  or  Commerc ia l  Erven  

2.2.1.  Al l  s ignage must  be  p laced wi th in the  boundary o f  the er f .   

2.2.2.  A maximum of  5 s igns may be displayed per  s t reet  f ron tage,  wi th a maximum of  1 s ig n 
per agency ,  up to the  l imi t  of  5 s igns.   

 

3.  Content  Speci f icat ions  

3.1.  Al l  s igns may contain on ly  the words:   

3 .1.1.  “For Sale”   

3 .1.2.  “To Let”   

3 .1.3.  “Sold”   

3 .1.4.  “On Show”   

3 .2.  In  addi t ion,  s igns  may contain:   

3 .2.1.  the name,  logo and address of  the  estate  agency ;  and  

3.2.2.  the te lephone number of  the agent .   

 

4 .  Permi t ted Time Limi ts  

4.1.  For Sale /  To Let  Signs  

4.1.1.  These s igns do not  have a speci f ic  d isp lay per iod whi le  the property  remains unsold or  
unlet .   

4 .1.2.  However,  the s igns  must  be removed wi th in 3  calendar days  af te r  comple t ion of  the 
sale or  commencement of  the tenancy.   

4 .2.  Sold /  Let  Signs  

4.2.1.  May be displayed for  30 calendar days af te r  complet ion of  the sale or  commencement 
of  the tenancy.   

4 .3.  On Show Signs  

4.3.1.  For res ident ia l  property ,  “On Show” s igns may be displayed on road reserves,  def ined 
as:  

“ the fu l l  width o f  a publ i c  s t reet  inc luding the roadway,  shoulder  and s idewalk,  and the  
ai rspace above a roadway,  shoulder and s idewalk,  and  any  other area wi th in the  road 
reserve boundary .”  

4 .3.2.  Such s igns may be displayed only  on  Saturdays,  Sundays and pub l ic  hol idays between 
05:00 and 20:00,  and may not  remain in  p lace overnight  or  between d isp lay days.   

4 .3.3.  “On Show”  s igns may speci f i cal ly  be d isplayed f rom the nearest  Class 3  road (being a 
t raf f ic  co l lect ion road) to  the proper ty ,  wi th:   

4.3.3.1 .  in tervals  o f  not  less than 60m between s igns;  and  

4.3.3.2 .  a maximum of  10 s igns d isplayed in tota l .   

4 .3.4.  “On Show”  s igns wi th in road reserves may not  be  p laced on t ra f f ic  is lands  or  medians.  

4.4.  New Developments  



4.4.1.  For new developments,  “On Show” s igns  may be displayed fo r  a per iod of  6 months.   

4 .4.2.  An addi t ional  6 -month  extension may be granted at  the  d iscret ion of  the Outdoor 
Advert is ing Steer ing  Commit tee.   

4 .4.3.  Such s igns must  d isplay  a s t icker issued by the Ci ty  conf i rming the legal i ty  of  the 
s ignage.   

 

5 .  Other Condi t ions  

5.1.  None o f  the  above s ignage may be i l l uminated.   

 

Ekurhuleni  By -Laws  

In Ekurhuleni  munic ipal  areas,  es tate agent  s ignage is  regulated  in te rms of  Sec t ion 40 of  the 
Bi l lboards  and the Display of  Advert isements By -Laws.  

The by- laws appl icable to estate agent  s ignage are,  however,  substant ia l ly  ident ical  to those 
appl icable wi th in  Johannesburg munic ipal  areas,  and accordingly  the  above guide may be fo l lowed 
for  both jur isdic t ions.  

 

Sect ional  T i t le  Rest r ic t ions  

I t  must  be noted tha t  the  d isplay of  s ignage wi th in a sect ional  t i t le  scheme or Homeowners 
Associat ion communi ty  may not  necessar i ly  be  governed by the above guidel ines.  

In sect ional  t i t le  schemes  or  Homeowners Associat ion communi ty ,  res tr ic t ions on s ignage may apply .  
Such res tr ic t ions  may be imposed by the t rustees  of  the  scheme  or Homeowners  Associat ion ,  
prov ided that  the scheme’s  or communi ty ’s  regis tered ru les make prov is ion for  those restr ic t ions.  
Accordingly ,  the t rustees of  a body corporate  or  Homeowners Associat ion  may not  prohib i t  or  res tr ic t  
the p lacement of  estate  agents ’  s ignage wi th in a  sect ional  t i t le  scheme or Homeowners Associat ion 
communi ty  unless author ised to do so in  terms o f  the scheme  or communi ty  ru les.  

Furthermore,  the t rustees of  a sect ional  t i t le  scheme  or Homeowners  Associat ion communi ty  have no 
author i ty  over munic ipal  land surrounding the scheme . Signage placed on munic ipal  property  would 
therefore remain subject  to the  appl icable  munic ipal  by - laws and regulat ions referred  to above.  

 

Wr i t ten  by   
A lexander  L loyd Har r i s  
At to rney  and Conveyancer  
a lex@fn inc .co .za  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A l though care  has  been taken to  ensu re the accuracy  o f  the above in f ormat i on,  FN Inc  and i t s  members ,  
employees ,  agents  and rep resenta t ives  cannot  be he ld  l iab le  fo r  any  loss  suf fered,  as  a  resu l t  o f  the use o f  
th is  in format ion.  
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